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de Russia

B The following is a view of last week's
abortive coup from Viadimir Orlov, 22,
a Moscow News correspondent who
was part of an exchange with the Post-
Intelligencer last spring. Moscow
News, one of the most reform-minded
Soviet newspapers, was briefly
banned by the coup leaders.

By Viadimir Orlov
Special to the P-|

MOSCOW — It was 7 a.m. on Aug. 19
when I switched on the radio, and
instead of the usual musical Monday
program I heard the rough voices of
announcers: “Mr. Gorbachev is seriously
ill. That is why the new Soviet leaders
are Mr. Yanayev, Mr. Pavlov and Mr.
Baklanov. . . .”

When I heard those names I instantly
understood that a Communist-military
coup was under way. Every analyst in the
¢ 1try had written about the “possibili-
ty— of a putsch, but very few actually
believed it could happen.

My first reaction was, “Oh damn, they
killed Gorbachev, they killed Yelfsin,
they'll kill the freedom in a couple of

_days. This nightmare ¢an continue for
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months and months.”

I didn't know yet that Russian
President Boris Yeltsin was at
that moment in his country home
about 25 miles west of Moscow,
with Russian Parliament Speaker
Ruslan Khasbulatov and Russian
Prime Minister Ivan Silayev. They
were working on an appeal to the
people of the Russian Federation.

At 7:30 a.m. Col. Gen. Konstan-
tin Kobets, chairman of the State
Committee for the Defense of
Russia, rushed into Yeltsin's
house and made all three leave
for the Russian House of the
Soviets in Moscow, known as the
White House.

“The headquarters of the re-
sistance must be in the center of
the capital,” he said.

He was absolutely right.
Twelve minutes after they had left
(with only eight of Yeltsin's secu-
rity service) a special group of
KGB troops surrounded the
house. A KGB aircraft was pre-
pared to bring him to some un-
known place. An “execution list”
was signed by members of the
junta, and most of the Russian
leadership was among the first
dozen names.

Twelve minutes not only saved
Yeltsin’s life, but Russia’s young

- democracy as well. And also, par-
adoxically, it saved the life and
power of Yeltsin’s No. 1 rival,

- Mikhail Gorbachev.
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sitt% in his residence in Poros in
the southern Crimea, under arrest

and foi_igﬁhe first time in ma;?;s‘;

months thinking about his ideals

and his friends who had betrayed |

him in a very different way.

‘LIBERTY OR DEATH’

10 a.m. Monday, Aug. 19: I
was in the Russian White House.
Very few people. Tense silence. A
public-address system called “Ra-
dio White House” gave informa-
tion about the movement of troops
and tanks in the center of Mos-
cow. On the third floor military
resistance was organized. All that
they had — all that we had —
were 150 Kalashnikov rifles and a
few other weapons near Alexan-
der Rutskoi's room. He is the vice
president of the Russian Federa-
tion, a colonel, a hero of the
Afghan war. He knew well how to
defend the White House and fight
against the putschists, To the end.

Later, 10 tanks appeared. They
decided to support Russia in spite
of the Defense Ministry’s orders.
Their presence was important as
moral support, but they had no
practical role. All the tanks were
without weapons.

The only real force was the
force of Muscovites. More than
20,000 people stayed near the
White House. “Liberty or death,”
they shouted. Most of the peo
were teen-agers. It's part of the

Russian character: If Yeltsin -had !

been arrested or killed there
wouldn't have been any strong
resistance. Russians need a char-
ismatic leader, and not dead,
certainly. That day Russians had
one, and they followed him.
Noon: Moscow News and oth-
er democratic mass media were
prohibited. 1 was unemployed.
But the editorial staff still
worked. With the help of photo-
copiers we printed leaflets with
protests and information from all

over the country and from abroad. |

Correspondents distributed them
in central streets and squares.

Two Moscow News reporters were |

arrested by the militia. But after
taking a glance at the contents of
leaflets, a young militiaman
asked: “Couldn’t you give me
another issue? It's so interesting.”
Of course. Television and the non-
prohibited Communist newspa-
pers gave only news about the
“positive role” of the junta.

S p.m.: The crowd around the
White House was growing. The
mood inside was improving. But
at the same time, gas masks were
being distributed to people’s dep-
uties and others.

That day the junta gave a
“gift” to the Russians. There was

no attack, no military concentra- |

tion near the White House. No
more than psychological pressure.
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‘GOD SAVED US’

e square near the White

House. IhSaw their faces — still

exhausted. Nobody closed

their eyes.
2 p.m.: No panic, no chaos.

Tuesday, Aug. 20: The hard-
est day. Everybody was nervous,

Noon: Perhaps 700,000 Musco-
vites, despite the threat of death,
without belief in victory, but al-
ready without fear. They shouted:
There was a good lunch for every-
one. A lot of guys appeared in the

“Junta never! Long live Yeltsin

tired,
came to t.
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